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Ms. Sylvia Fitch originally hails from Houston, Texas.  She plays the piano, enjoys reading and photography.  With sixteen years of experience teaching, Ms. Fitch has had the opportunity to teach a variety of different levels and different subjects.  This past summer Ms. Fitch had the opportunity to accompany the Academy of Health Science teachers to Philadelphia to the National Academy Foundation Annual Conference.  Ms. Fitch is eager to begin teaching biology and health science at Burton High School.








Mr. Joe Rubin comes to Phillip and Sala Burton High Academic High School with twenty-five years experience teaching in middle school.  Most of Mr. Rubin’s free time spent with his wife and two high school-aged children.  His hobbies include capoeira, playing handball, and listening to music.  Mr. Rubin is excited to be teaching health and physics at Burton. 











Gregory Collins comes to Burton after twenty years at Newcomer High School.  In addition to serving his school community as the acting dean, he taught primary language arts in Spanish, ESL, art, and a number of other courses.  His full-time teaching for the SFUSD began at Woodrow Wilson High School, where he taught newcomer immigrant students and also served for a year as the bilingual resource teacher.  In 1972 Mr. Collins took a break from teacher and spent twelve years working in theater design and advertising in New York, and then instructional media, and translating here in his hometown of San Francisco.  Since his return to teaching in1984, he has often drawn upon the skills and knowledge acquired during this adventurous period to enliven his instruction. Apart from trying to be the best teacher he can be, Greg's personal mission for this coming year is to learn enough Mandarin to have a conversation with his in-laws without using his wife or his sons as interpreters when they go back to Shandong.  It's a challenge that he finds overwhelming.  Mr. Collins Bosque looks forward to joining the Burton team as an inspired and inspiring Spanish teacher and colleague.











After seven years in the Los Angeles Unified School District, Brooke is returning to the San Francisco Unified School District.  Brooke first came to San Francisco with AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America working with the Housing Rights Committee of San Francisco a tenants’ rights advocacy nonprofit.  Building on her dedication to community service, she joined the U.S. Peace Corps, volunteering in Honduras as a Health Education Specialist and English Teacher.  Upon her return from Central America, Ms. Soles worked as a bilingual legal assistant at a progressive immigrants’ rights law firm then returned to education at Mission High School.  In Los Angeles, Brooke served on the Board of the Los Angeles Venice Neighborhood Council and the Gay and Lesbian Administrators and Allies.  When she’s not at Burton High School, she is earning her doctorate of education at the University of California – Berkeley’s Leadership in Educational Equity Program.  Ms. Soles is excited to be a part of the Burton High School family.








Who’s


New to Burton? 





Who’s


New to Burton? 





For as long as Ms. Alma Pajarito can remember, teaching and learning has been an integral part of her life.  Ms. Pajarito’s mathematical journey began at City College of San Francisco, then on to San Francisco State University, next to Mills College of Oakland.  Ms. Pajarito has had the opportunity to work at a national non-profit mathematics organization called Project SEED.  At Project SEED she taught supplemental courses in topics from algebra and advance algebra to elementary and middle school students.  With this organization she had the chance to teach in Washington DC, Maryland, and Indianapolis.   Ms. Pajarito joins the Burton faculty from Newcomer High School.  This past summer Ms. Pajarito geared up on the Academy of Engineering curriculum and program and is looking forward to her newest journey.





Mr. Pete Hammer has been a teacher in the San Francisco Unified School District since 1988. He has taught history, Spanish, and journalism at ISA, Lowell, and O'Connell high schools, and for the last six years he has worked in Academics and Professional Development to support middle school and high school history teachers. He is currently completing the coursework for a librarian credential at San Jose State University. He has an M.A. in Latin American Studies and has spent a lot of time in East Asia in the last 10 years, including a one-year sabbatical studying Mandarin at a university in Beijing.  In January, Mr. Hammer will partake in the Fulbright program.  He is eager to get started with taking our library to the next level.





Mr. Joseph Elwin will be joining the faculty at Burton after teaching Special Education in Oakland for one year in the Community Immersion Program. Born and bred in New York City, he finally moved to San Francisco a little over a year ago. Mr. Elwin graduated from Bard College in 2000 and has worked extensively in non-profit youth development programs in Juneau Alaska, Southwestern China, New York City and the Republic of Niger where he served as a Peace Corps volunteer. He is excited to work with and support the young adult learners in the CAT program at Burton.














